
1  

The Pursuit 

Inside this issue: 

 

Focus on Breed      1/9/ 10                        

                       

                         

Results 4/10/10            3/4  

 

Health benefits of water-

melon                              5                                  

 

                                         

End of Year Function 

Information Form            6            

              

                                                  

     

Vale-Jet             8 

    

                               

Scottish Breeds             11  

                     

 

                                                         

Muktuk Adventures 12/13                                        

 

 

QLCA Race Dates & 

Sponsors                       15 

 

                                       

Notices & Forms      14/21  

                          

         

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

   FOCUS ON é.. 

BREED 

The Deerhound 

 

 

November 2010 issue1                         QUEENSLAND LURE COURSING ASSOCIATION 

The Scottish Deerhound, or simply the deerhound, is a breed of hound (sight 

hound) bred to hunt the red deer by coursing. 

Circia 1910 

Continued page.9/10 
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No name Breed 

 

Group Owner Race 1 Race 2 Total Place 

1  Sarah GSP V J & D Toyer 80 78 158 3 

2 Roan Irish Terrier V K Tscherepko 30 30 60  

3 Squire Irish terrier V D Flesser 82 77 159                  2 

4 Storm Irish Terrier x  V K Cavanough          86 84 170                    1 

 Rocket Basenji U N Hammond   DNR  

6 Spotty Border Collie x U K Avery           88 89 177                  1 

7 Boof ColliexCattle U  Miranda &Renowden   DNR  

8 Dexter GSD U  J Seviour          86 84 170                  3 

9 Digger Jack Russell x U D Jubb          70 71 141  

10 Asha Rhodesian Ridgeback U R Smith          83 79 162  

11 Molly Rhodesian Ridgeback U T Jones 85 83 168   

12 Ruby Rhodesian Ridgeback U H & R Laukens   DNR  

13 Oscar Ridgeback x U W Schmidt   DNR  

14 Zenta Ridgeback x U B Hearn 77 73 150  

15 Barney Rottweiler x U P Burrows          80 79 159  

16 Brandy Staffy x U A Stewart          73 74 150  

17 Sookie Staffy x U L Seviour          87 87 174                  2 

18 Jackson Airdale terrier 2  Bayley&   Johnston   DNR  

19 Dynamite Bull Terrier 2 L & T Hoare          84 81 165                  1 

20 Coup Irish Terrier 2 K tscherepko 84 80 164  

21 Gideon Irish Terrier 2 J Down          35 30 65  

22 Jackson Irish Terrier 2 J Millar   DNR  

23 Jethro Irish Terrier 2 J Down          77 70 147  

24 Jim Irish Terrier 2 S Baisden 86 85 171 2 

25 Niamh Irish Terrier 2 D Flesser 80 76 156  

26 Rio Irish Terrier 2 J Down 85 82 167 3 

27 Rose Irish Terrier 2 E Davis   DNR  

28 Tiff  Irish Terrier  2 R Bulloch 87 85 172                  1 

29 Charlie Staff.Bull Terrier 2 C Hennings 50 50 100  

30 Joker Staff.Bull Terrier 2 A Jarus   DNR  

31 Sweepy Staff.Bull Terrier 2 C Hennings 25 30 55  

32 Tauro Staff.Bull terrier 2 A Tunnicliffe   DNR  

33 Pippin Tenterfield Terrier 2 J Davies   DNR  

34 Murray Golden Retriever 3 A Tunnicliffe 85 85 170 1 

35 Caddy GSP 3 P Roberts          84 83 167  

36 Charley GSP 3 C&H Corfield          84 83 167  

37 Choccy GSP 3 C & H Corfield          83 80 163  

38 Finn GSP 3 N Rampton   DNR  

39 Kiri  GSP 3 J & D Toyer 83 81 164  

40 Missy GSP 3 C storrie          87 88 175                  1 

41 Sandy GSP 3 J & D Toyer          85 84 169                  2 

42 Zora Nova Scotia DTR 3 F Hrdina   DNR  

43 Penny Fox Terrier V  D Bosanquet   DNR  

44 Jamaa Rhodesian Ridgeback V P Cattach          73 72 145  

45 Wigga Boston x U S Hetherington   DNR  

46 Banji Schnoodle U Trinder&Stephenson   DNR  

47 Sui Tenterfield Terrier U D Nosworthy   DNR  

Results 3/10/10 Bold denotes 1st in group 
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No name Breed  Group Owner Race 1 Race 2 Total Place 

48 Harry Airdale Terrier 2 Bayley & Johnson   DNR  

49 Rhani Fox Terrier 2 A Spicer   DNR  

50 Jimmy Tenterfirld Terrier 2 J & C Bourke   DNR  

51 Maggie Cocker Spaniel 3 J Haskard   DNR  

52 Connor Swedish Vallhund 5 L Chambers         79 71 150                   1                    

53 Barney Schipperke 7 S Wolfe   DNR  

54 Bengal Basenji 4 K Clydesdale   DNR  

55 Edge Basenji 4 D Oestreich         87 87 174                   1                   

56 Kai Basenji 4 K Clydesdale   DNR  

57 Radar Beagle 4 J Gray   DNR  

58 Rory Beagle 4  J Gray   DNR  

59 Star Beagle 4 J Gray   DNR  

60 Yoshi Borzoi 4 C Peate   DNR  

61 Daisy Greyhound 4 R Bell   DNR  

62 Effie Greyhound 4 C Cameron         88 86 174                   2 

63 Jeffrey Greyhound 4 F Pierpoint   DNR  

64 Texas Greyhound 4 R Bell         87 88 175                   1 

65 Zeb Greyhound 4 E Smith   DNR  

66 Anza Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 P Cattach         86 88 174                   1 

67 Harvey Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 H loukens   DNR  

68 Kadie Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 R Denmeade   DNR                   2 

69 Khan Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 T Jones 85 85 170  

70 Macey Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 F Clark   DNR  

71 Makani Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 P Cattach 81 79 160  

72 Phoenix Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 R Smith 82 78 160  

73 Ruby  Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 F Clark 85 81 166 3 

74 Shiloh Rhodesian Ridgeback 4 R Denmeade   DNR  

75 Amy Saluki 4 S Mueller 82 80 162                   2                                         

76 Bree Saluki 4 S McDonald 86 83 169 1 

77 Kalil  Saluki 4 D & T Bowman   DNR  

78 Zaphina Saluki 4 D & T Bowman   DNR  

79 Chardonae Whippet 4 I & S Barnwell        77 76 153  

80 Dayna Whippet 4 I & S Barnwell   DNR  

81 Dee Dee Whippet 4 Smith& Atwell   DNR  

82 Marley Whippet 4 S Scott        87 86 173                   2 

83 Niles Whippet 4 L Scott        86 84 170                   3 

84 Nina Whippet 4 Smith & Atfield   DNR  

85 Raine Whippet 4 A Tunnicliffe         84 84 168  

86 Rusty Whippet 4 I  & S Barnwell  88 89 177 1 

87 Trixi  Border Collie 5 M Wegrzyniak   DNR  

88 Kaine GSD 5 M Lane         88 87 175                   1 

89 Opal Doberman 6 M Fidler 84 83 167                   1 

90 Tiffany Doberman 6 N Bow 84 82 166 2 

91 Jedda Rottweiler 6 H & G Youle   DNR  

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS !! 

A big thank you to Gillbrae German Shorthaired Pointers.(Jenny Toyer) 

For sponsoring the October meet 
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MELON HELPS BLOOD VESSELS 
A dose of watermelon a day could help keep blood pressure at bay. 

Florida State University researchers have discovered the fruit is rich in compounds that widen blood ves-

sels, and might cut the risk of heart attacks and strokes. 

A daily fix of its juices could be enough to lower blood pressure in patients suffering from hypertension. 

High blood pressure doubles the risk of a fatal heart attack or stroke. 

Watermelon is an edible source of L-citrulline, involved in the production of nitric oxide gas, which widens 

blood vessels. 

The researchers found a daily dose of L-citrulline lowered blood pressure after six weeks. 
Courier Mail 16/10/10 

Here are some very interesting facts about the Watermelon:  

Watermelon is actually a vegetable and not a fruit. It is also related to the pumpkin, cucumber and the 

squash. 

The watermelon (Citrullus Lanatus) are the natives of the Kalahari desert found in Southern Africa. 

Watermelon consists of 92% water and 8% sugar. 

The watermelons were brought to China across the Mediterranean sea in merchant ships. Incidentally, 

China is the largest producer of watermelons in the world today. 

The watermelon was brought into America across the Atlantic oceans by African slaves. 

As watermelon is about 92% water, early explorers used watermelons as a canteen. 

Every part of the watermelon, including the seeds and the rind is edible. 

Watermelons are ideal for the health as they do not contain any fat or cholesterol and are high in fiber 

content and vitamins A and C and are also a good source of potassium. 

Over 1200 varieties of watermelon are grown in approximately 100 countries across the world. 

Watermelons are very fragile and cannot be harvested with the help of machines. Instead they are care-

fully tossed by workers on a relay that runs between the fields and the truck. 

Unripe watermelons should be avoided as they can be slightly acidic. 

The first recorded watermelon harvest was in Egypt and it took place nearly 5000 years ago. This is 

depicted in the Egyptian hieroglyphics that is found in ancient buildings. As a matter of fact, watermel-

ons were also placed in the tombs of kings to help them nourish in the after life. 

The largest consumption of watermelon is in the United States when considered by the weight of the 

watermelon. 

The first cookbook that was published in the United States in 1176 contained a recipe for watermelon 

rind pickles. 

Watermelon is a popular gift for the host In China and Japan. 

In Israel and Egypt, the sweet of watermelon. 

 

Watermelons are a favorite among the Americans and the people just cannot seem to get enough of this 

fruit. The nutritionists have appreciated the health benefits provided by the watermelons for a long time. 

The fact that is most important about the watermelon is that it is fat free and low in calories and hence is 

considered to be the ideal diet food.  

 

Watermelons are grown in rows that are about 10 feet apart in slightly raised beds that are made of fertil-

ized sand. Tiny watermelons are implanted into the beds. It is very necessary that these plants are polli-

nated. In less than a month, the vine spreads over 8 feet. Two months later, the first watermelons are seen 

and the crop can be harvested after three months.  

 

While picking out a watermelon, ensure that it is symmetrical with no cuts and bruises. A watermelon that 

is ripe will have a healthy sheen, a dull rind and a dull yellow spot on its underside on which it touched the 

ground. To confirm that the melon is completely ripe, thump it and the sound should be dull and hollow 

while the weight of the watermelon should be heavy considering its size.  
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Queensland Lure Coursing Association Inc 
Annual End of Year Presentation Night 

 
Saturday, 4th December 2010 

Coopers Colonial Motel 
1260 Beaudesert Road 

Acacia Ridge 
6.30-7.00pm for Buffet Dinner  

$25 per person. 
 

All Breed, Field Champion, Companion of Course, Lure 
Courser of Merit and Annual Trophies will be presented. 
 
All bookings and payment to be paid to Christine Stevens, 
Treasurer, by our last meet for the year,7th November 2010.  
Cheques to be made payable to QLCA.  If sending by post  
address to : Christine Stevens, 11 Ararat st: River Hills Qld. 
4074 

 

ˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈ
ˈ 
Please reserve (insert number) __________ places for the QLCA 
Christmas End of year Function: 
Name/s __________________________________________ 
 

I enclose a cheque/cash (no cash via mail) for $_________ 
 
 I understand that monies are not refundable. 
 

 Signed:             
 ˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈˈ 
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VALE  

ADBESARE LUNAR ECLIPSE (AI)  

MACEY   born 6-8-10    died 8-10-10 
  

 

 

My beautiful little Ridgeback passed away peacefully on the 8th October, age 14 months, she was very 

tired and needed to sleep. A treasured gift from Sarah & Bev Wheatley, but not mine to keep. 

Till we meet again Macey, have fun at The Rainbow Bridge. 

Om Shanti, my precious one.. 

Fay Clark.     

General Safety Reminders 

 
Be aware of the rope on the course. 

 

Be aware of electrical cords across the ground. 

 

Closed in shoes only, No Thongs, No Plastic Clogs. 

 

Donôt stand around the gate unless you are the next entry. 

 

Watch for ants. 

 

Short leads on your dogs.  

 

No extension Leads. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS  

Sandra Rigby owner of Chocca the Kelpie x 

Heather & Rob Lankens, owners of Harvey & Ruby Rhodesian Ridgebacks 

 

Squid Update 

Look at me 

now !! 
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Farewell to Zorretta Kohl Knight, alias ñJetò, the Pocket Rocket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
My beautiful little Jet passed away peacefully at home on Tuesday 7th September, 2010. Jetôs premature 

death shocked and saddened all who knew him. He was the healthiest, fittest little dog! Just one day prior 

to his passing, Jet was diagnosed with the condition ñimmune ï mediated platelet destructionò. For no ap-

parent reason his body started destroying his blood platelets. It all happened so quickly there was nothing 

that could be done to save him.  

 

When I first saw Jet at a dog show at Esk in 2004, it was love at first sight. I HAD to have him! This was 

the start of a beautiful relationship! I showed Jet as a baby puppy, however he had to be desexed so his 

show career was cut short. Iôm sure Jet didnôt mind though. He was a real hyperactive little boy and hated 

standing for any length of time on the grooming table. Jet went onto bigger and better things! He absolutely 

loved socialising. He loved the outdoors; the beach, the dog parks and the local streets! He loved everyone! 

One of Jetôs favourite outings was to the monthly Lure Coursing meetings. He soon achieved his Lure 

Coursing Field Champion Title.    

 

Jet was only 6 ½ years old but he squeezed more into his life than many dogs fit into a lifetime. He was my 

little soul mate, constantly by my side. I miss his quick little tongue! His daily face washes and ear licks!! 

Samoyed Lady seems so sad now. She has lost her little partner in mischief! They were inseparable. My 

house is so quiet now! It was obviously little Jet who got the doggy chorus going whenever someone would 

come to the front door! 

 

Dogs leave their paw prints on our hearts! Jetôs are forever imprinted on mine! 

                 

                                                                                                                                               Anne Smith.  

                                                    
 

 
 

          
 
                                                    
Forever in our hearts  
27/3/2004 -7/9/2010  
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Appearance 

The Scottish deerhound resembles a rough-coated Greyhound. It is however, larger in size and bone. It is 

one of the tallest sight hounds, with a harsh 3-4 inch long coat and mane, with somewhat softer beard and 

mustache, and softer hair on breast and belly. It has small, dark "rose" ears which are soft and folded back 

against the head unless held semi-erect in excitement. The harsh, wiry coat in modern dogs is only seen in 

self-coloured various shades of gray (blue-gray is preferred). Historically, deerhounds also could be seen 

with true brindle, yellow, and red fawn coats, or combinations. 19th century Scottish paintings tend to indi-

cate these colours were associated with a wire haired coat, but, with show breeders preferring a longer coat, 

these genes now appear to be lost. A white chest and toes are allowed, and a slight white tip to the tail; a 

white blaze on the head or a white collar are not accepted. The head is long, skull flat, with little stop and a 

tapering muzzle. The eyes are dark, dark brown or hazel in colour. The teeth should form a level, complete 

scissor bite. The long straight or curved tail, well covered with hair, should almost reach the ground. 

Temperament 

The Scottish deerhound is gentle and extremely friendly. The breed is famed for being docile and eager to 

please, with a bearing of gentle dignity. It is however a true sighthound which has been selected for genera-

tions to pursue game; consequently, most deerhounds will be eager to chase. The deerhound needs consid-

erable exercise when young to develop properly and to maintain its health and condition. That does not 

mean it needs a large house to live in, however it should have regular access to free exercise in a fenced or 

otherwise "safe" area. Deerhounds should not be raised with access only to leash walking or a small yard, 

this would be detrimental to their health and development.  

Young deerhounds can sometimes, depending on the individual, be quite destructive especially when they 

are not given sufficient exercise; however, the average adult deerhound may want to spend most of the day 

stretched out on the floor or a couch sleeping. They do require a stimulus, preferably another deerhound, 

and a large area to exercise properly and frequently. They are gentle and docile indoors and are generally 

good around company and children (however they require supervision with young children due to their 

size). 

Health 

Scottish deerhounds can be expected to live an average of 8 to 9 years. The serious health issues in the 

breed include cardiomyopathy, osteosarcoma (bone cancer), bloat and torsion (GDV). 

Continued from page 1 

History  

The Scottish deerhound is believed by some to have existed back to a time before recorded history. Its ante-

cedents may have been kept by the Scots and Picts and would have been used to help in providing part of 

their dietary requirements, namely from hoofed game (archaeological evidence supports this in the form of 

Roman pottery from around 1st Century AD found in Argyll which depicts the deerhunt using large rough 

hounds (these can be viewed at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh). Other evidence can be 

found on standing stones from around the 7th century AD reflecting a hunt using hounds, such as the Hilton 

of Cadboll Stone). In outward appearance, the Scottish deerhound is similar to the Greyhound, but larger 

and more heavily boned. However, deerhounds have a number of characteristics that set them apart 

Continued overé.. 
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While not as fast as a Greyhound on a smooth, firm surface, once the going gets rough or heavy they can 

out run a Greyhound. The environment in which they worked, the cool, often wet, and hilly Scottish High-

land Glens, contributed to the larger, rough-coated appearance of the breed. The deerhound is closely re-

lated to the Irish Wolfhound and was the main contributor to the recovery of that breed when it was re-

created at the end of the 19th century. 

The deerhound was bred to hunt Red Deer by ñcoursingò, and also ñDeer stalking "until the end of the 19th 

century. With modern rifles and smaller deer-forests, slower tracking dogs were preferred to fast and far-

running deerhounds. 

In coursing deer, a single deerhound or a pair of were brought as close as possible to Red Deer, then re-

leased to run one of them down by speed, which if successful would happen within a few minutes - rarely 

were there sustained chases. 

With the eventual demise of the clan systems in Scotland, these hunting dogs became sporting animals for 

landowners and the nobility, but were also bred and hunted by common folk when feasible. As fast and 

silent hunters they made quick work of any game the size of a hare or larger and were highly regarded by 

nobility and poachers alike. One of the most precarious times in the breedôs history seems to have been 

towards the end of the nineteenth century, when many of the large Scottish estates were split into small 

estates for sporting purposes, and few then kept deerhounds. The new fashion was for stalking and shoot-

ing, which required only a tracking dog to follow the wounded animal, using a collie or similar breed. Al-

though a few estates still employed deerhounds for their original work, the breed was left in the hands of a 

few enthusiasts who made them a show breed. 

In Australia, deerhounds have been used to hunt the kangaroo and wild boar. In addition, according to 

Teddy Roosevelt in "Hunting the Grisley and Other Tales", some American wolf hunters used them.  

Scottish deerhounds compete in conformation, Lure Coursing, and where it is still legal, in some states of 

the USA, in Hare Coursing and Coyote hunting. A few are trained to succeed in obedience competition but 

few excel in it, and fewer still excel in dog agility or flyball because the courses and activities are generally 

designed for smaller dogs with lower body weight and a much shorter stride. 

Scotland has produced some of the longest established breeds of domesticated animals still in existence. 

The Soay Sheep has prehistoric origins, and the Galloway breed of beef cattle dates back several hundred 

years. New breeds have also been developed more recently in Scotland, such as the Scottish Fold cat, which 

dates from 1961. 

The North Ronalsay Sheep is a most unusual breed, subsisting largely on a diet of seaweed and the Boreray 

is the UK's rarest sheep, having been listed as "Category 1: Critical" by the Rare Breed Survival Trust. 

Some breeds, such as the Shetland Pony (which, for its size is the strongest of all the horse breeds) and the 

Rough Collie (of "Lassie" fame), are well known throughout much of the Western World whilst others such 

as the Scots Dumpy chicken are little-known, even at home. Several breeds of dog have Scottish origins, 

including no fewer than five from the island of Skye. Indeed the relative isolation of many of Scotlands nu-

merous islands has led to a preponderance of breeds from these places being represented. Various breeds 

are now extinct, including the Grice, an archaic and somewhat aggressive pig 

This is a list of domesticated animal breeds originating from Scotland.  

To be considered domesticated, a population of animals must have their behavior, life cycle or physiology 

systemically altered as a result of being under human control for many generations  
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Bearded CollieDog 16th century? Scottish Borders?- Common 

Border Collie Dog pre 19th century Possibly Scottish Borders.- Common 

Border Terrier Dog c. 1790 Scottish Borders -.Common] 

Cairn Terrier Dog16th centuryï19th century. Skye.- Common 

Dandie Dinmont Dog  mid 18th century or before Skye and Scottish Borders. Rare 

Golden Retriever Dog19th century Glen Affric.- Common 

Gordon Setter Dog 1820s Moray Bred in UK and US 

 Rough Collie Dog.18th century or earlier Highlands.- Common  

Scottie or Scottish Terrier Dog 16th centuryï19th century Skye.- Common 

 Scottish Deerhound  Dog 16th century or older Probably the Highlands Bred in UK and US   

Shetland Sheepdog or Sheltie Dog 1700 Shetland 

Skye Terrier Dog pre 1588 Skye.Vulnerable Native Breed 

West Highland White Terrier or Westie Dog mid 19th century Skye & Argill -Common 

Extinct Breed, The Paisley Terrier. 

Prior to their demise, the Paisley Terrier contributed to the bloodline of the Yorkshire Terrier  

The appearance of the Paisley terrier was similar to the Skye Terrier, but was shorter backed and weighed 

around 7 kg (16 lbs), about half the weight of today's Skye Terrier. The breed had a flowing "silvery, soft 

jacket" (coat) of blue and tan, and was shown along with the hard-coated Skye Terriers. They were further 

described as having a great profusion of silky fur with very profuse ear feathering (long hair on the ears.) 

To differentiate it from the Skye, it was nicknamed the Silky. From the earliest time of the breed, the beauty 

of the coat won prizes at dog shows. Traditionally, the dogs were shown standing on a box, so that the 

length of the silky coat could be shown to its best advantage. 

The Paisley Terrier was described in 1894 as "an excellent house dog, and most suitable for a lady who 

wishes something more substantial than a toy", but the care requirements for the coat made it less desirable 

than other breeds. The breed's success as a show dog may have led to its decline. Judges would give awards 

to the dogs with the long, attractive coat, since length of coat was a principal factor in Skye Terriers. The 

Paisleys, bred for long but soft coats (useless for a working dog), would win the prizes. Skye Terrier fanci-

ers objected to the type being shown with Skyes, since they considered the Paisleys to be mixed breeds or 

possibly crossed with Dandie Dinmonts. The interest of fanciers declined and breed began to disappear. 

some other popular breeds 

Scottish Breeds 

Paisley Terriers in 1894 with 

another very popular toy dog of 

the era, the  English Toy Terrier.  

The Paisley terrier was also 

known as   

The Clydesdale Terrier. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bearded_Collie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_Collie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_Terrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_domesticated_Scottish_breeds#cite_note-20
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairn_Terrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dandie_Dinmont_Terrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Retriever
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Setter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_domesticated_Scottish_breeds#cite_note-24
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rough_Collie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Terrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_domesticated_Scottish_breeds#cite_note-Scottie-21
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Deerhound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shetland_Sheepdog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skye_Terrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulnerable_Native_Breeds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Highland_White_Terrier
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Muktuk Adventures  

and Frank Turner  

 A PLACE FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE DOGS ,YUKON WHITEHORE REGION 

Frank Turner maybe one of the Yukon's most recognized names. Turner, a dog musher from Whitehorse, is the only 

person to compete in 24 Yukon Quests, beginning with the enaugural1984 race and competing every year until 2006, 

when his son ran instead. In fact 2009 was the first year the Turner family didn't have a team to enter in the race. 

The international sled dog race, held every February, is one of the longest in the world. The 1,500-km race trail runs 

parallel to the Yukon River, covering the distance between Whitehorse, Y.I; and Fairbanks, Alaska. Frank won the 

1995 race in 10 days, 16 hours, and 22 minutes-the fastest time recorded for the race, bested only in 2007 after 12 

years. 

The energetic, friendly, and professional musher races dogs and guided tours in the winter and operates the 102- 

acre Muktuk Adventures in the summer. The operation allows Frank and family to remain close to their Alaskan Hus-

kies and maintain the Yukon lifestyle they love 

Many mushers will sell their dogs after they are no longer competitive, but Frank take a more familial approach with 

his animals "We have kept all 121 of our dogs because we don't get rid of any of our old dogs. The dogs are what we 

do, they are everything to us" he says. 

With 30 years of mushing experience, Frank has plenty of advice on what it takes to remain in the game and build a 

strong team. Its advice he's pleased to give every day through Muktuk Adventures summer education tours. 

The Alaska Highway turnoff for Muktuk Adventures is located 1/2 ïmile west of the Whitehorse city limits. Visitors 

turn right at the sign and then follow a picturesque country road that meanders through the forest to the Takhini River. 

A True-blue Yukon sight strikes the first time visitor, as all of franks dogs live right in front of his home. All the hus-

kies are friendly and more than pleased to meet people driving up to the house.òOh yeah, theyôll give a happy greet-

ingò Frank affirmsò This is not about turning a key on a machine-its about relationshipsò. 

A visit with the dogs starts the three hour tour. Frank encourages people to pet the dogs and get to know them-

bonding with the dogs is the first step in musher-dog relations.òIts building  trust, and the whole idea is to respect that 

trust.ô Frank says. He introduces visitors to the huskies ranging from pups to old pros, like Streaker, who was in 

Franks first team when he won the 1995 Yukon Quest, and Bozo, who's run over 50,000 km in 12 years.  

In the summer heat, Frank doesn't offer cart rides, or other live demonstrations, as huskies prefer to lay low until au-

tumn chill. Humane treatment of the dogs is a top priority for Frank, so instead he takes people on the daily river 

walk, where the dogs get to run and romp at their own speed and take a dip in the Takhini River. Afterwards, Frank 

shows  film footage of the Yukon Quest, allowing visitors to get a sense of what its like to sled with the dogs in the 

awesome Yukonï winter countryside. Frank wants "to give people a visual experience of what its like at minus 40 in 

Februaryò 

After the video, Frank demonstrates the mechanics of dog mushing by showing people the equipment he uses, from 

hand built sleds to dog coats used at 40 below and colder. He also explains how mushers deal with extreme cold tem-

peratures for long periods of time, both physically and psychologicallyò How we feel about the coldò he explains 

ñthat's the interesting partò  

For those still keen in spending time at the kennel, Frank allows people to visit the dogs in the yard or explore the 

countryside for themselves . Frank has found a three hour visit can lead to  a multi day stay for some folksò Many 

people want to stay here long after the tour and go walking with the pups. Itôs a great Yukon experienceò Frank 

muses. ñWere sharing our piece of the Yukon lifestyle with visitorsò 
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MUKTUK ADVENTURES AND  

 GUEST RANCH 
Home of Frank Turner and your dog-sledding 

dreams 

Thrilling year-round adventures for all ages. 

 

WE`D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Yukon, Canada Y1A7A2 

Phone 867.668.968.3647 

info@muktuk.com 

Frank Turner 

My cousins Melva & Don in this photo They had a great time ! (photo from Fay Clark) 

http://www.muktuk.com/frankturner.html

